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You s i t t h e r e a nd you sw i l l t h e c o f f e e
You ' r e f o r c e d t o p r e f e r t o g i n
You chok e down s ome c r umb s
O f y ou r me an i n g f u l s e l f
When t h e h i g h e r l a c k e y s b a r g e on i n
You r f r i e n d s a l l c a l l i t b u r n ou t
Sw i t c h i n g f i l e s o n o l d Ch r ome Dome
Chang i n g c a r e e r s ' d mak e no d i f f e r e n c e
I t ' s j u s t n o s t a l g i a f o r h ome .

S ome day s y ou f e e l l i k e P e g a s u s
P e g a s u s a t t h e p l ow
Though you r w i n g s a r e a t t h e i r s e r v i c e
Ove r on e d e c a d e now
Ti l t h e i r b i l l b o a r d s b l o c k Pa r n a s s u s
You ' r e g onn a f e e l t h a t p l ow.

Th e g i r l ' s t r a n s f i g u r e d body
Shoo t s r a y s f r om t h a t O th e r P l a c e
You know i n y ou r m i nd
Tha t y ou ' d b e e n t h e i r s ome t ime
And you ' d h op ed s h e ' d p r o v i d e t h e t r a c e
I n s t e a d h e r l o v e b e c ame t h e
Luxu r y box f o r we a l t h y bo a r s
P r a gma t i s t s p i s s i n t h e Ho l y Gr a i l
Wh i l e i d e a l i s t s d o t h e i r c h o r e s .

S omeday s y ou f e e l l i k e P e g au s
P e g a s u s a t t h e P l ow
Though you ' v e wo rk ed f o r t h e i r v i l e c a u s e s
Ove r on e d e c a d e now
Ti l o n e k e y d e f e a t s P a r n a s s u s
You ' r e g onn a f e e l t h a t p l ow.

You s i t t h e r e a nd you sw i l l t h e c o f f e e
You ' r e f o r c e d t o p r e f e r t o g i n
You chok e down s ome c r umb s
O f y ou r me an i n g f u l s e l f
When t h e h i g h e r l a c k e y s b a r g e on i n
And t h ough you ' d l o v e t o f l y away
K i c k i n g du s t o n o l d Ch r ome Dome
The i n v i s i b l e h and h a s t i e d y ou r w i n g s
And s e l l s y o u v i d e o s o f h ome .
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You b r a v e t h e i r f a c e s o n c e a g a i n ;
You s e n s e t h e e y e b r ow s l i f t i n g
A s t h ough you we r e s ome nov e l s t r a i n
Tha t h ad r e s e a r c h e r s bu z z i n g .

You c i r c u l a t e f r om t ongu e t o e a r.
You dom i n a t e t h e r o om
As m i gh t s ome t y r a n t , g r i p p ed w i t h f e a r,
Who s e me r e n od s c ou l d d e a l d o om .

You wa l k on e g g s , y o u s k a t e t h i n i c e ,
You pu l l u p on a d ime .
You l a t e r s a y, “J e e z , i t ’s b e e n n i c e .
I ’ v e s u r e h ad a g o od t ime . ”

THE COWARDLY L ION ’ S E VEN ING PARTY
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L i f e , h a d y ou bu t a s k e d a mo r e mod e s t f e e
To i s s u e a g a i n my h e a r t ’s g l o r y d a y s ,
When Diane , mad hun t r e s s , h e l d sway i n he r c amps ,
I ’ d y e l l , “Qu i c k , f e t c h f i r e b r a nd s a g a i n f o r me .
God damn f l a c c i d b a r d s a nd t h e i r impo t e n t l a y s ;
L e t ’s mak e wa r, n o t c ommemo r a t i v e s t amp s ! ”
Ah , t o s i n g h e r f i e r c e a rm s when s h e wa s y oung ,
Ca s t r a t i t h em s e l v e s wou l d h a v e g i v e n t o n gu e .

Lov e , h a d y ou bu t p r o v ed a l e s s c o s t l y who r e ,
I ’ d g l a d l y r e s ume t h o s e d e a r ma r t i a l u s e s
Wh i ch have sucked my hea r t ’s c o f f e r s s o d ry o f l a t e .
Ah , bu t t h e n i t h a d b e e n a d e f e n s i v e wa r—
And wha t r e d - b l o od ed man s t a nd s f o r t r u c e s
Wi t h t h e f o e b r a nd i s h i n g s p e a r s a t h i s g a t e ?
Why, p r e s s ed by he r f i e r c e l i p s when she was young ,
God ’s a n g e l s t h em s e l v e s wou l d h a v e g i v e n t o n gu e !

A WAR POEM IN T IME S OF PEACE
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Th e s i n s o f t h e f a t h e r s a r e v i s i t e d on
Ch i l d r e n bo r n i n t h e l i g h t o f d awn .
Th e s ymp t oms , g l imp s e d a t mo rn i n g p l a y,
E r up t f u l l - s c a l e i n t h e h o t m i dd a y.

A l l o f t h e f a t h e r s a r e g on e away ;
Th e i r b a lm l e s s l i p s h a v e h ad t h e i r s a y.
Th e ch i l d r e n o f v e n g e an c e f e e l t h e i r s c a r s
And p l e a d f o r d ew f r om th e we ep i n g s t a r s .

L E P ER S ’ SONG
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I t i s a f a i r e v e n i n g ;
Th e moon s h i n e s , g i b b ou s ,
And i n i t s w i nk i n g d e s c r i e s
A p r e t t y b l o nd h a i r,
Ad r o i t l y m i s p l a c e d on h e r b r ow.
He r e y e s p a r t t h e k i s s
L i k e s t a r t l e d b r own f l owe r s
And d emu r e l y b l i n k t o s h ad e a t h ough t
O f l i p s t h a t a r e y ou r s , b u t n o t qu i t e .

S h e pu l s e s w i t h h e r own f a i r r h y t hm ,
F e ed s h e r p o t e n t l i f e o n a l i e n c o r n ;
And i f t h i s wak en i n g b i d s y ou r h e a r t
To d r i n k a s t a r t l e d t e a r,
I t i s a l l r i g h t , i t i s q u i t e a l l r i g h t ,
F o r y ou r e l i s h i n t h i s b i t t e r d r op
A s t r a n g e , i r r e p l a c e a b l e c h a rm :
Wha t a t t a r o f woman go ad s t h e ma l e h e a r t
L i k e t h i s g l o r i o u s f r e e d om i t c r a v e s t o t hwa r t ?

B E L LADONNA



7 ✒ PATR I CK WALKER



P EGA SU S AT THE P LOW ✒ 8

How can I b e t h a t man a g a i n
You on c e d i d s h ap e f r om common c l a y
And l i t t h e s p a r k o f l i f e w i t h i n ,
Ev en i n g and mo rn i n g , o u r f i r s t d a y ?

And c an I n ow une a t t h a t f r u i t
You ’ d d ang l e d s o d e f i a n t l y
Fo r b o y s who t h ough t h e ’ d b e a s God
Who f i r s t d i d s n a c k a t y ou r l u s h t r e e ?

My ey e s , u n s e a l e d now, know th e p l i g h t ,
Th e h a i r s h i r t s t i t c h e d f o r n ak ed man :
I f y ou r a i n sm i l e s o n j u s t a nd i l l ,
M i gh t t h e y t o o c oun t i n y ou r g r e a t p l a n ?

Th e s e n i g h t s I ’m p r on e t o med i t a t e ,
And I s h a l l m ed i t a t e a g a i n
On ev i l ’s t a un t i n g my s t e r y :
You r s e du c t i o n s f o r o t h e r men .

I n t h e b e ams o f t h e i r e y e wo r s h i p ,
You l o ok you r mo s t d i v i n e o f a l l .
M i gh t y ou t o o p a y, a s God on c e p a i d ,
F o r t h i s e v i l y o u j u s t a l l ow?

B ECAUSE YOU ARE L I K E GOD . . .
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I s aw t h e d augh t e r s o f men
And f ound t h a t t h e y we r e b e au t i f u l .
Wi t h t h em my l o v e h a s r i p e n ed :
Th e f r u i t s b e l o n g t o y ou .

When we l a s t s p ok e ,
You r v o i c e h ad s e emed s o p a l e :
Wha t p e n s i v e moon s h ad b l e a c h ed away
The c o l o r s i n y ou r v o i c e ?

To me you r l a u gh t e r i s p a np i p e s .
How I l o n g t o mak e y ou l a u gh !

To me you r t e a r s a r e d i amond s ;
C an I r e g r e t I ’ v e mad e y ou c r y ?

You ’ v e c ome t o h aun t me l i k e a me l o d y
I ’ v e l o v e d f r om e a r l y b o yhood
And a t l a s t h a v e l e a r n e d t o n ame .

Come up t o t h e moun t a i n
And g a z e upon t h e wo r l d .
I s t h e r e a p l a c e f o r me i n i t
Th a t d o e s n o t c o n t a i n y ou?

L i k e a w i l l ow you b r o od i n s i l e n c e
Ove r l i f e - g i v i n g wa t e r s .
I ’ l l s h r i v e l i f y o u f a i l t o s a y,
“Come r e s t b e n e a t h my bough s . ”

C ANT I C L E FOR GA I L
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P l e a s e t a k e t h i s q u e e r s o n g ,
I t ’s me an t f o r y ou r e a r s .
Ju s t d i p i t i n a mon t h ’s b l o od
And h i d e i t f o r y e a r s .

Th en , wh en t h e w r i n k l e s
Come f a s t o n y ou r b r ow,
I t ’ l l c o n j u r e s h amed k i s s e s
I ’m g i v i n g y ou now.

I ’ l l b e i n P a r i s
O r Hong Kong by t h e n ;
You ’ l l b e h e r e wa t c h i n g H i t c h c o c k ,
R e c a l l i n g y ou r men—

Or c a l l i n g t h em up
A t s é a n c e i n b a r s :
Th e p a s s i o n a t e y oung l o v e r s
Now s c a t t e r e d a f a r.

You ’ l l s t i l l b e b r a v e t h e n ,
Much b r a v e r t h a n I ;
I n a mon t h I ’ l l d e s e r t y ou
Wi t h ou t t e l l i n g why.

S e e , I ’ v e g r own a t t a c h ed
To you r t o o - t r u s t i n g e y e s ;
I f t h e l o s t b e a u s t h e y we ep f o r
A r e t r a n s p a r e n t l i e s ,

Th e r e ’s t o u c h i n g b r a v ado—
And su ch po i g n an t c h a rm—
In you r c on f i d e n t i a l w a y
O f t o u ch i n g on e ’s a rm .

Wi t c h , o n e m i gh t l o v e y ou—
Bu t I mu s t l e a v e s o on .
I ’ l l b e g on e when Oc t ob e r
Ha s smo t h e r e d h i s moon .

S ONG FOR HALLOWEEN


